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Child Health 



Children: reducing mortality 

 
• 5.9 million children under the age of 5 died in 2015. 
• More than half of these early child deaths are due to 

conditions that could be prevented or treated with 
access to simple, affordable interventions. 

• Leading causes of death in under-5 children are 
preterm birth complications, pneumonia, birth 
asphyxia, diarrhoea and malaria. About 45% of all child 
deaths are linked to malnutrition. 

• Children in sub-Saharan Africa are more than 14 times 
more likely to die before the age of 5 than children in 
developed regions. 
 



Children: reducing mortality 

• A child's risk of dying is highest in the neonatal period, 
the first 28 days of life. Safe childbirth and effective 
neonatal care are essential to prevent these deaths. 
45% of child deaths under the age of 5 take place 
during the neonatal period. 

• Preterm birth, intrapartum-related complications (birth 
asphyxia or lack of breathing at birth), and infections 
cause most neonatal deaths. From the end of the 
neonatal period and through the first 5 years of life, 
the main causes of death are pneumonia, diarrhoea 
and malaria. Malnutrition is the underlying 
contributing factor in about 45% of all child deaths, 
making children more vulnerable to severe diseases. 
 



Children: reducing mortality 

• Overall, substantial progress has been made 
towards achieving Millennium Development 
Goal (MDG) 4. Since 1990 the global under-5 
mortality rate has dropped from 91 deaths per 
1000 live births in 1990 to 43 in 2015. But the 
rate of this reduction in under-5 mortality was 
insufficient to reach the MDG target of a two-
thirds reduction of 1990 mortality levels by 
the year 2015. 



Children under the age of 5 
 

• Substantial global progress has been made in 
reducing child deaths since 1990. The number 
of under-5 deaths worldwide has declined 
from 12.7 (12.6, 13.0) million in 1990 to 5.9 
(5.7, 6.4) million in 2015 – 16 000 every day 
compared with 35 000 in 1990. Since 1990, 
the global under-5 mortality rate has dropped 
53%, from 91 (89, 92) deaths per 1,000 live 
births in 1990 to 43 (41, 46) in 2015. 

 



Children under the age of 5 
 

• The world as a whole has been accelerating 
progress in reducing the under-5 mortality 
rate. Promisingly, sub-Saharan Africa, the 
region with the highest under-5 mortality rate 
in the world, has also registered a substantive 
acceleration. Its annual rate of reduction 
increased from 1.6 percent in 1990s to 4.1 
percent in 2000–2015. The remarkable decline 
in under-5 mortality since 2000 has saved the 
lives of 48 million children under age 5. 



Children under the age of 5 
 

• Between 1990 and 2015, 62 of the 195 countries with available 
estimates met the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 4 target of 
a two-thirds reduction in the under-5 mortality rate. Among them, 
24 are low- and lower-middle income countries.  

• Despite these gains, progress was insufficient to reach MDG 4 
globally and in many regions. Currently, 79 countries have an under 
5 mortality rate above 25, and 47 of them will not meet the 
proposed SDG target of 25 deaths per 1000 live births by 2030 if 
they continue their current trends in reducing under-5 mortality.  

• Among these 47 countries, 34 are in sub-Saharan Africa. The 
acceleration needed to reach the goals in those 47 countries is 
substantial – 30 countries must at least double their current rate of 
reduction, and 11 of those 30 countries must at least triple their 
current rate of reduction. 



Children under the age of 5 
 

• Wide gaps in child mortality across sub-groups or areas within 
countries have been documented, warranting a call for an equity-
focused approach to reducing child mortality. Children are at 
greater risk of dying before age 5 if they are born in rural areas, 
poor households, or to a mother denied basic education. 

• More than half of under-5 child deaths are due to diseases that are 
preventable and treatable through simple, affordable interventions. 
Strengthening health systems to provide such interventions to all 
children will save many young lives. 

• Malnourished children, particularly those with severe acute 
malnutrition, have a higher risk of death from common childhood 
illness such as diarrhoea, pneumonia, and malaria. Nutrition-related 
factors contribute to about 45% of deaths in children under 5 years 
of age. 



Millinium 
Developement Goals  

(MDGs) 
& 

Sustainable 
Developement Goals  

(SDGs) 



189 (193/244) UN 
member states and 
23 international 
organizations signed 
the United Nations 
Millennium 
Declaration.  

 These nations agreed 
to achieve 8 goals by 
2015 to eliminate 
extreme poverty.  

• Millennium 
Development Goals 

MDG – brief background 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3p2VLTowAA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3p2VLTowAA


A global compact: The Millennium 
Development Goals 

• The Millennium Development Goals are time-bound and 
measurable goals and targets to be achieved between 1990 and 
2015, they include:  
 

1. halving extreme poverty and hunger  
2. achieving universal primary education 
3. promoting gender equality  
4. reducing under-five mortality by two-thirds 
5. reducing maternal mortality by three-quarters 
6. reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB 
7. ensuring environmental sustainability 
8. developing a global partnership for development, with targets for 

aid, trade and debt relief 

Kickbusch Introduction Health Diplomacy 
2008 
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Eradicate extreme poverty 
and hunger 

• Target 1.A:  
Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion 
of people whose income is less than $1.25 a day 

• Target 1.B:  
Achieve full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, including women and young 
people 

• Target 1.C:  
Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion 
of people who suffer from hunger 



Atika Khalaf, HT13 



Achieve universal primary 
education 

• Target 2.A:  
Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, 
boys and girls alike, will be able to complete 
a full course of primary schooling 



Atika Khalaf, HT13 



Promote gender equality and 
empower women 

• Target 3.A:  
Eliminate gender disparity in primary and 
secondary education, preferably by 2005, and 
in all levels of education no later than 2015 



Atika Khalaf, HT13 



Reduce child mortality 

• Target 4.A:  
Reduce by two thirds, between 1990 and 
2015, the under-five mortality rate 





Improve maternal health 

• Target 5.A:  
Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 
and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio 

• Target 5.B: 
Achieve, by 2015, universal access to 
reproductive health 





Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other diseases 

• Target 6.A:  
Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS 

• Target 6.B: 
Achieve, by 2010, universal access to 
treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those 
who need it 

• Target 6.C: 
Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the incidence of malaria and 





Ensure environmental 
sustainability 

• Target 7.A:  
Integrate the principles of sustainable 
development into country policies and 
programmes and reverse the loss of 
environmental resources 

• Target 7.B: 
Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, 
a significant reduction in the rate of loss 

• Target 7.C: 
Halve, by 2015, the proportion of the 
population without sustainable access to safe 





A global partnership for 
development 

• Target 8.A: 
Develop further an open, rule-based, 
predictable, non-discriminatory trading and 
financial system 

• Target 8.B:  
Address the special needs of least developed 
countries 

• Target 8.C:  
Address the special needs of landlocked 
developing countries and small island 
developing States 

• Target 8.D: 
Deal comprehensively with the debt problems 
of developing countries 



Transforming our world – The 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development 

• What happens after 2015? 

–Need for a new agenda 

–Sustainable Development Knowledge 
Platform 

–On September 25-27, UN member 
states will meet at the UN General 
Assembly in NY to adopt a new 
roadmap. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/


SDGs 

  UN Secretary general appointed a “High Level 
Panel of Eminent Persons” to advise on the 
Post-15 development agenda. 

  Every goal consists of several main targets. 

 



SDGs 

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms 
everywhere 

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security 
and improved nutrition, and promote 
sustainable agriculture 

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote 
wellbeing for all at all age 

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all 



SDGs 
• Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all 

women and girls 

• Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all 

• Goal 7. Ensure access to aff ordable, reliable, 
sustainable, and modern energy for all 

• Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive employment, 
and decent work for all 

 



SDGs 
• Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, and foster 
innovation 

• Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among 
countries 

• Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable 

• Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns 

• Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impacts 

 



SDGs 
• Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and 

marine resources for sustainable development 

• Goal 15. Protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertifi cation, and halt and reverse land degradation and 
halt biodiversity loss 

• Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and 
build eff ective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all 
levels 

• Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development 

 


